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research methodology


The aim of this paper is to bring out the fact that guaranteeing of women’s rights is not ‘state largesse’ as is presently believed to be, but integral to the very existence of the State itself. Simultaneously women’s rights forming an inherent part of movements fighting for political sovereignty would also be brought out.  The scope of this paper is limited to bringing out how the guaranteeing the rights of women in a democratic state governed by the rule of law and ‘political movements’ connote movements fighting for the establishment of a democratic society based on the rule of the law and not extremist or fundamentalist movements. The primary research question is how the guaranteeing of women’s rights is necessary for the sustenance of the state and movements fighting for political sovereignty. A field study on sexual assault conducted in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, during the months of November-December, 2006, has been utilized for this purpose. The main hypothesis of this paper is that guaranteeing of women’s rights is integral to the State and political movements. A uniform method of citation has been followed.

introduction
Women’s rights whether in a democracy or systems with some semblance of the rule of the law, or within movements fighting for political sovereignty, have always been subordinated to the political. In other words, violations of the inalienable human rights of women are still taking place, in the context of societies governed by the rule of the law, only because guaranteeing women’s rights is considered state largesse. And these violations continue because it is believed that the state apparatus can exist independently of these violations. This trend is also witnessed in movements towards attaining political sovereignty, wherein according women any rights at all is deemed secondary to the attainment of political sovereignty.

The primary purpose of this paper is two-fold. Firstly it will be established that the ensuring of women’s rights is vital to the very existence of the State itself. Thus any State apparatus would ultimately collapse if violations against women are tolerated in the belief that ensuring women’s rights is only a policy guideline and not inherent to the existence of the state itself. Secondly the importance of women’s rights forming the very structure of movements that are seeking to establish political sovereignty would be established. Now it is important to note that when talking about movements that are fighting for political sovereignty, I mean legitimate political sovereignty in the normal sense of the term, uncolored by political considerations. The reference here is limited to movements that seek to overthrow despotic, absolute, anti-human right regimes or regimes that have been propped up by outside powers against the sovereign will of the people, for establishing a democratic, secular, sovereign society. This does not connote religious, fundamentalist, separatist or extremist movements, because this paper fundamentally assumes that human beings can live in security only in a society that totally respects the rule of the law.
state largesse?


Moving on to the first part of this paper- this section would show how the ensuring of women’s rights is not ‘state largesse’ but is integral to the very existence of the state and the rule of the law in society. Now, it is important to note that this proposition only applies in the context of a democratic state governed by the rule of the law. The problematic of women’s rights in societies without the rule of the law would be considered in the following section.

The best way in which I felt it could be shown how the violation of the inalienable human rights of women constitutes a very threat to the existence of the state is with the help of a field study on sexual assault on the public transport corporation buses in Chennai, the capital of the state of Tamil Nadu. The field study was conducted over the buses- 29C, 41C, 1A, 1B, 5A, 5B, 7E, 7H, 7M, 41C, 41D, 24Cand 24A, covering the areas of Annanagar, Nungambakkam, Sterling Road, Gemini, Life Insurance Corporation of India road, Anna salai, Mylapore, Luz Church Road, Alwarpet and Adyar, over the months of November-December, 2006.

 I will start by describing the experience of sexual assault. Before that a few words about the level of inherent patriarchy in Tamil Nadu itself- Airing of views on pre-marital sex can bring in huge politically motivated social repression
, dress codes are strictly enforced for women in professional educational institutions, where there exist orphanages for girl infants who have been abandoned after birth, and girls and boys are absolutely prohibited from even speaking with each other in schools. In fact during the course of this field study I couldn’t openly ask women if men had sexually assaulted them on the buses. I had to begin by asking if they experienced any kind of “trouble” while traveling on the buses, to get decent responses. 


Also a couple of disturbing recent events in December 2006 and January 2007 highlights the ridiculousness of patriarchal hegemony. In a public forum, a distinguished professor from a university in Tamil Nadu, spoke about how the ‘high number of high-school abortions’ indicate the degradation of Tamil morality
 in the context of the IT economy.  On being asked the relation between sex and IT he asserted vehemently that ‘such things’ were not suited to Indian society and refused to even utter the word- sexual intercourse. And then on the 14th of January 2007, the Madurai bench of the Madras High Court has accepted a PIL petition, against the former Miss Universe Sushmita Sen, for an interview published on October 7th, 2006, wherein she is alleged to have stated that “inquiring from a man whether or not he was married before falling in love with him was beyond comprehension”.
 A learned male advocate has filed this petition on the grounds that Ms. Sen’s views “gave the impression that women and men in India are not chaste and argued that such statements affect the very basis of Indian culture”.
 He further alleged that such statements would ‘mislead’ young men and woman and also constituted a ‘direct’ insult to womanhood.
 The petitioner has called for stern action against Ms. Sen for “this act of atrocity against the women of India”.
 

 
Thus prima facie there seems to exist a cultural and intellectual climate in Tamil Nadu that seems highly conducive to the perpetuation of sexual assault on the PTC buses by naturalizing patriarchal thought and action. Now the following section would bring out how the process of sexual assault completely bypasses any notions of human rights or the rule of the law and thus subverts the State mechanism.
the ‘common’ experience- sexual assault


The times when the city buses are heavily crowded are what are locally called the ‘peak’ hours, which are between 8-10 a.m. in the morning and 5-8.00 p.m. in the evening on weekdays and Saturdays. The first thing that strikes you when you stand in a bus stop at a peak hour is the crowd at the particular stop itself.  Now this crowd is considerable despite the fact that all IT companies located in the city, all schools and colleges, and all organizations of some importance, actually provide transport facilities for their employees. Apart from that a number of private ‘share-autos’ are available, which ply on the bus routes for a slightly higher cost. Despite all this the crowd at certain bus stations is very heavy. The moment a bus arrives there is a huge surge towards it. In fact the buses are so crowded when they arrive at the stations, from which I started my observations, and were so closely packed, that men (yes, it was always men) usually hung to a rail on the bus, with the rest of their bodies floating slightly above the ground, and had to actually disembark at each particular station to enable people who wanted to get in to stuff themselves in. And the process of sexual assault typically began at this point.
 

no notion of any ‘inalienable human rights’

Once inside, the crowd is horrendous in its density- jam packed bodies, hardly enough space to stand and typically the women passengers who did not get seats, stood facing the side that was meant for women. But uniformly all the male passengers who did not get seats stood facing the women’s side, and more often than not spilt over the women. Thus the immensely crowded buses provide a congenial atmosphere for sexual assault- brushing against hips, hair, ears, stamping and falling, literally over women! It was amply evident at this point, that the general atmosphere in the bus did not even remotely suggest that all women possessed any inalienable human right to liberty and personal security. The attitude of the men negated any conception of the rule of the law totally, as sexual assault was viewed as something inherent to men. This brute rule of patriarchy ‘normalizing’ behavior of sexual assault would be shown with the help of subsequent findings.

social dress code

By the time I managed to board a single step, the bus had started moving. Then, thankfully, I found to my relief that there was a separate women’s enclosure. Once inside the women’s enclosure, and at partial leisure in here, I proceeded to observe things around myself. The first thing that struck me was that all the women, young and old, were either attired in the traditional saree or the salwar kameez, despite the fact that there isn’t any law or anything that stipulates a ‘dress-code’ in public places.  I looked around for someone friendly, who seemed a little of my age, caught sight of one young lady brightly attired in- a red and yellow salwar kameez, and moved over to speak with her.
social patriarchy unconcerned with rule of law

 During the course of my conversation with her I discovered that the particular bus that we were traveling started at a place called Perambur, which was the high point of patriarchy, in Chennai. Men over there, she informed me, looked upon all women in a derogatory fashion.
 Women were not accorded any importance and male sexual assault was looked upon as natural and concomitant to existence. She recounted that she too was from, Perambur, and men would generally ignore or intimidate women, when asked to stop their sexual assault. Thus the same principles were followed in the buses too. The men obviously considered their own behavior as the only standard norm.

 This lady was a costume designer and had to travel up to Mylapore, which was around 20-25 minutes away. She told me that we were lucky in getting into a bus that had a women’s enclosure. She informed me that it was very difficult for her to commute everyday to her work place. Men routinely sexually assaulted women at all times. She was unable to fathom as to why men did it, and that too, on an everyday basis. 


A classic case of the extent to which the patriarchal climate prevalent in Tamil Nadu subjugates the behavior of women is demonstrated in the interview with a college student-Sandhya. I met her on the 22nd November, 2006, at around 5.30 p.m. on a bus numbered 29C. She was a BBA student at the MGR Janaki College for Women, Chennai. She told me that she traveled regularly by the bus to her college. On that particular day she was traveling to a rotary club meting and held a rotary report in her hand. On enquiries I learned that she was the secretary of the club in her college. At this point I observed a lanky guy who would only keep his arms dangling on the railing above our heads. I noticed that he wore a white-stripped shirt which was folded at his elbow. The bus was too tightly packed to determine the colour of his trousers. Sandhya asked me about my college and was pleased to learn about co-education. She recounted that she had studied in a coeducational school until Std. XII and studied in an all girls’ college which penalized women students for talking to any boy on campus.

Now while we were speaking with each other, the lanky guy had actually moved over pretty close to us. This wasn’t tough considering that the bus was getting jammed with people at every bus stop and people had to shove and push in order to make place to even stand. But he did not actually stop by moving closer. On more than one occasion I noticed that his hand, inadvertently no doubt, seemed to brush our heads and backs. The conversation continued on lines of co-education. Sandhya told me that she had had better fun when there were boys in her class. Now this comment came when the lanky guy, mentioned above, had stopped trying to be inadvertent. He stopped trying to hide his lurks and was openly brushing against both of us, whenever he could. I couldn’t help commenting to Sandhya that whatever “fun” boys afforded girls, it was only the boys who sexually assaulted women it was never the other way round. Sandhya pondered over this comment and smilingly agreed.

Now the assaults of the lanky man were becoming more frequent and stretched to limit I defiantly told the lanky to keep his hands off both of us or else face dire consequences. Now before this lanky guy could respond, Sandhya told me to huddle closer to the women’s side and clutch the railing on the woman’s side. In other words she told me to protect myself instead of trying to sort things out with the lanky guy. She told me that men were all the same kind and that I should not unduly concern myself about the ‘bad’ men. 


Thus even when confronted with a blatant violation of the right against sexual assault, Sandhya preferred to adhere to the social norms that advocate conformity instead of to anything like a rule of law. Simply put, this brings out the extent to which societal norms carry greater weight in the minds of women (and men) than any idea of the state.

The extent to which patriarchy conditions the behavior of women was brought out by the interview with two women who had just applied for a job at the Subhiksha supermarket, located at Mylapore in Chennai, on the 28th November 2006. One of the respondents, I learnt, had been on her feet since morning, filling in the application forms. I had originally started by asking them where they were presently working, and they replied with a touch of dry humor that they hoped to in the near future. Now this girl was really tired and she looked ill. It was obvious for anyone to see that she wasn’t keeping well. Yet this seemed to be completely missed by certain men standing around us. They persisted in brushing our backs, head, ears and buttocks whenever they could get some chance. Luckily after ten minutes a seat was empty and I thought that this lady would be given the seat, considering that she was ill. But there was a mad scramble for the seat as all women wanted to get out of the men’s way. This ill lady continued standing and continued being sexually assaulted. She did not even protest. And when it came to women saving their skins, women were only concerned to save theirs. In fact this behavior is hardly surprising considering that the behavior of women is socially constructed with sayings like ‘whether a thorn falls on a petal or a petal falls on a thorn, it is the petal which is defiled’ and so on.


Finally the reaction to the issue of sexual assault, when I questioned people in general, was that it was for the women to take good care of themselves. It is always the woman who has to ‘protect’ herself. There is a sense of desperation sometimes, when stating that men would never change and that they would continue to sexually assault women, given the chance. Sexual assault is looked upon as the ‘lust’ of a man and something women have to guard themselves from. It is not viewed as a criminal act punishable by law. It is viewed more in terms of the natural propensities of men, validating sexual assault socially and culturally, making it seem like an outcome which is natural to a society structured on entrenched patriarchy. It is also relevant to note that in all instances of sexual assault observed it was always the men who sexually assaulted women and never the other way around.

determinative attitude of men


In fact the absence of any notion of ‘inalienable’ human rights is reinforced by the reaction of men to sexual assault on the city buses. The most common response was denial. For instance, the first male respondent I spoke with was an auto driver who traveled occasionally by bus and stated that the sexual assault women faced on the buses hardly lasted for 20-25 minutes and was in fact nothing at all. He refused to recognize that sexual harassment or assault was any significant problem and advised me to study instead the “culture” of Tamil Nadu! And two other respondents, who worked in a supermarket in Annanagar and commuted to work everyday by the PTC buses, also actively denied that there existed anything like sexual assault on the PTC buses. They simply stated when asked, that they generally had no time to notice ‘these things’ and got in and out of buses just minding their business. Significantly, they also refused to give in their names. 


The second kind of response I received was that women ‘brought it upon themselves’.  According to this view it was that the increase in ‘indecently’ attired women were primarily to blame for the prevalence of sexual assault in the buses.
 

Finally, a respondent, (pleasantly, for a change) divested patriarchy but felt that the patriarchal movie culture in Tamil Nadu was to blame. He stated that with an increasing proliferation of movies featuring sexual assault, the young men of Tamil Nadu imitated these icons. But he also cautioned that it would be better for girls to dress properly. He stressed on better enforcement of laws, and very strict and swift punishment, in order to prevent sexual assault from taking place.  


Thus from the above it is evident that there exists no notion of any ‘inalienable human rights of women’ on the buses, a socially imposed dress code that derives no validity from any law, and a pervasive cultural climate that perpetuates the crime of sexual assault which is totally disjunctured from any idea of the rule of the law.

threat to the state itself 


One modern notion of a state is defined as “an institution that claims the ultimate allegiance of its citizens”.
 Secondly one of the principles which legitimate the engagement of government, is that of consent which is rooted in an idea of a founding compact through which individuals agree to entrust certain of their natural rights to the governing authority so that the common good may be achieved.


Now the sexual assault on women on the city buses in Chennai cannot be merely understood in terms of violations of the rights to equality and against discrimination. It is the conscious result of a pervasive patriarchal intellectual climate that has succeeded in imposing a mindset that does not accommodate anything like ‘inalienable’ human rights. In such a socially structured patriarchal society, any authority of hegemony or norms of behavior are derived from the social structure. Thus the ultimate allegiance is not to the state but to the diktats of the entrenched social patriarchy. The one-sided sexual assault on the city buses bring out the fact that men derive their authority to sexually assault from a patriarchal social force. The concept of women entrusting their rights to the state out of voluntary consent in return for protection does not exist in such a context. Women respondents inherently believed that it was for them to ‘protect’ themselves as ‘men would always sexually assault. Thus the striking conclusion is that within this realm of society, the State has absolutely no role to play at all. The patriarchal social force dictates everything from the way women should dress, to how they should behave to ‘protect’ themselves from sexual assault. And the tentacles of this stronghold of power is so deep, that sexual assault is considered ‘natural behavior’ in a democratic, secular society that is ostensibly governed by a constitution which guarantees the rights to equality and against discrimination as fundamental to human existence.  This clearly brings us to the conclusion that in Chennai, there exists a state within a state run on the terms of societal patriarchy. 


Thus the above field study indicates how an entrenched patriarchal structure, in a democratic society commands the behavior of a certain group of people and blatantly subverts the rule of the law. The primary aim of utilizing this field study is to show how in any democratic society conditioned socially by patriarchy, the existence of a patriarchal stronghold, subverts the idea of the state machinery by espousing its own norms of behavior and attitudes, thus normalizing crimes like sexual assault. The focal point of authority in such instances, is usurped by those forces that perpetuate patriarchy and the effectiveness of state power is reduced to those areas not conditioned by the social force. The next section would deal with how this patriarchal force conditions the state itself.

influence on state mechanisms 
Further, influence of patriarchal forces on institutions of the State would be dealt with in this section, to bring out the extent to which the State itself is affected by patriarchy and reinforce the case for the rout of the patriarchal scourge from a democratic society. The example of the Indian legislature and Judiciary clearly brings out the extent of this influence. The Indian judiciary since the year 1950, has repeatedly structured its judgments on rape on the ‘honor’, ‘chastity’, ‘purity’ and ‘subservience’ of the Indian women and views the very act of reporting rape as something ‘shameful’ to women in India, often to the detriment of the rape victim.
 This is despite the IPC providing clearly for the offence of rape under S.375. Secondly, the Indian Legislature is also exhibiting the signs of beings deeply influenced by socially imposed patriarchy. For instance, the entire Hindu Code has been located within the framework of the patriarchal kinship system prevalent in India, and commonly known as the caste-system. Briefly, the recent Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005, has after fifty-seven years of Independence, granted ‘equality’ to a Hindu daughter by only equating her to a son. Secondly only the father is deemed the natural guardian of a Hindu minor by the Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956. Furthermore, at all levels, this Act vests the guardianship in the male figure, be it the father or the husband, which is in accordance with the patrifocal kinship system prevailing in India.
  Finally the Hindu Marriage Act, 1956, consists of the remedy of ‘restitution of conjugal rights’ under S.9, which has almost always been invoked to force an unwilling woman to live with her husband. The Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956, has only granted the Hindu husband, the right to adopt in accordance with the traditional perception of caste India that that the husband has absolute sexual, physical and mental ownership of his wife/wives.

Thus the patriarchal social force that determines the attitudes and behavior of members of society, has also seeped into the judiciary and legislature, subverting the normal state mechanism. Thus today the rule of societal patriarchy prevails in society and has succeeded in conditioning the mechanisms of a sovereign state itself, as opposed to any rule of the law.


The above instances of how, in a patriarchally structured society, there is a massive violation of the rule of the law and consequently the effectiveness of the State, and the extent of this social force by its strong influence on the legislature and judiciary of a democratic state, brings out a very strong case, that the existence of this patriarchal force is indeed a threat to the existence of the State. Thus the fact, that firstly there exists in society a powerful cultural force, that ‘naturalizes’ criminal activities, and colors the behavior of members of the society, with blatant disregard for the state, and that this social force is so persuasive that it has seeped into ostensibly ‘secular’ institutions like the judiciary and the legislature, brings out the extent of the threat to the existence of the State. Unless the State tackles this patriarchal force and re-establishes the rule of the law in society, the State mechanism would be emasculated in those areas which are conditioned by patriarchy, as the above field study has shown. Secondly, that very patriarchal force is also exerting a powerful influence on the mechanisms of the State itself. 

Thus it is imperative on the State to challenge this patriarchal stronghold by guaranteeing women’ rights, and upholding the rule of the law, to maintain its very existence. Stated in another way, the guaranteeing of women’s rights is necessary for the existence of the State mechanism itself.  A point to be noted is that in the absence of the state upholding human rights, by allowing free play to social patriarchal forces, the disenfranchised group whose rights have been violated would not stop short of embracing movements that purport to wage war against the state. Thus this social force also contains the seeds of destruction of the very state entity itself as opposition to the rule of the state machinery is inherent to such a societal conditioning that permits a particular group to exert control over and subjugate another group of people. And such subversion foments discontent among the violated, who would only seek to vent their frustration against the state, for its failure to perform its duty. 

Finally, I would like to extend the above argument to state that anywhere in the world, particularly in democratic societies, governed by the rule of the law, unless the State guarantees women’s rights, brute force of patriarchy instead of the rule of law would prevail, posing a threat to the sovereign, secular democratic state and its institutions like the Judiciary and the Legislature.  
what about societies without any rule of law?


Now, the above proposition, that guaranteeing of women’s rights is fundamental to the very existence of the State itself, applies only in the context of a democratic society governed by the rule of the law. It does not address itself to despotic regimes wherein the rule of the law does not form part of the fundamental governing principle. Now, human rights movements, activists and NGO’s have shown us that human rights violations are a common undercurrent of despotic regimes. And human history shows that no matter how oppressive a regime, suppression of human thought and spirit never goes unchallenged. Sooner or later a revolutionary movement that challenges despotic regimes that perpetuate oppression rise up against all odds to reclaim the human spirit. And unless these movements are brought about by leaders who are concerned with furthering their own selfish purposes, such movements in today’s world seeks to establish a sovereign, democratic, secular state. Thus, in despotic regimes without any idea of a rule of the law, movements which seek to establish a democratic, secular state, would eventually overthrow despotism. But this paper does not deny that in the interim period of despotism and a democratic state, massive violations of women’s rights could take place without an effective redressal. In fact the experience of such despotism should be a warning lesson to movements that seek to overthrow them, that human rights violations only entail suffering and discord, and thus any ruling force that perpetuates human misery, ultimately is sowing the seeds of its own destruction.


This brings us to the final part of this paper, i.e. the extent to which movements fighting for political sovereignty should concern themselves with women’s rights. As has been mentioned earlier, the term ‘movements fighting for political sovereignty’ here, is only concerned with legitimate political movements that aim to overthrow despotic regimes or regimes established by an outside occupying power against the sovereign will of the people, for the establishment of a democratic, secular state. The same position is taken as it is a fundamental assumption of this paper that human beings can live in security and peace only in societies governed by the rule of the law. 

Now movements fighting for political sovereignty against despotism (should) proceed on the fundamental assumption that human rights should provide a corpus of constraints on public-decision making, and in the languages of transparency and public choice.
 They are concerned with a normative quest for governance structures that produce legitimate laws that are structured on a serious concern with human rights and emphasize the democratic rights of the people.
 Such movements also emphasize on the participatory rights of the people- such as their rights to constitute governance, through free and fair elections, self-determination through devolutionary modes of power, identity rights and the rights to cultural and physical survival as communities or groups.
 Ultimately the movement in order to succeed, and effectively rout out the scourge of despotism from the face of that particular society should consider ‘human rights’ as an arena of transformative political practice that disorients, destabilizes and helps destroy deeply unjust concentrations of political, social, economic and technological power.
 An understanding of human rights on such terms only, will bring about total political success. Now in the process of utilizing the platform of human rights to overthrow despotism, the very movement would be vitiated if the rights of a large constituency were apparently subordinated to the political. In other words, the strength and spirit of the movement is in danger of withering to an empty void of falsehood if the attainment of women’s rights is considered secondary to a political movement that ostensibly is seeking to overthrow despotism and yet is not willing to ensure, within its current perception, equal rights to women.


Now, a question which arises at this juncture is what if a that particular power clique that supports women, actually extends it support, and concomitantly the power it wields over its oppressed constituents, to the movement fighting for political goals? Well, in that case, since the very movement itself is against oppression and tyranny, utilizing a portion of the oppressed for the movement would prove self- contradictory. Ultimately the entire movement itself would be undermined if the support of an oppressor is undertaken. Thus in order to truly succeed in political goals, movements fighting for legitimate political sovereignty should consider the attainment of women’s rights an inherent part of the movement itself. Otherwise the very movement stands vitiated and in danger of collapsing, given that they themselves are fighting against oppression and absolutism.

creation of social space


Thus this paper started by trying to prove that if the guaranteeing of women’s rights is considered merely as state largesse and the state confines itself to just reacting to the same, then the social forces that perpetuate oppression against women, are given free play to take over the role of the state. Thus, the absence of state intervention leads the patriarchal stronghold to assume the role of the state and displaces the influence of the state from those spheres, over which patriarchal control is exerted. Thus it has been established that this ‘state within a state’ constitutes a threat to the very existence of the State mechanism itself. The fact that equal rights for women should form part of movements fighting for political sovereignty has also been brought out. Now, the only final issue which remains to be resolved is how should the State go about disentangling patriarchal structures in society. Now the only way in which the state can tackle this threat to its very survival is by challenging and disentangling the strong hold that patriarchal forces hold over their adherents. In other words, the state needs to dislodge patriarchal rule from society and impose its own rule, which connotes the rule of the law, in order to prevent social patriarchy from usurping its role and performing the functions of the state, by dictating norms of behavior determining the sanctions, if any, and against whom they are to be applied, and influencing the secular Judiciary and Legislature.


Now there are a number of levels by which the battle against patriarchy can be undertaken by the State. This involves mobilizing all the three pillars of democracy into a conscious approach of attacking patriarchal norms, notions ideas and practices. The approach should go beyond the conservative approach of merely strengthening the criminal justice delivery system to tackle complaints of violations. As has been shown above, merely reacting to patriarchy will not solve the inherent social attitudes which rationalize patriarchal hegemony and violations of the natural rights of women. The state has to undertake a conscious policy that undermines and disentangles the hold that social patriarchy has over its constituents and routs out the stronghold of patriarchal social power.


Firstly the executive branch of the government must follow a coherent policy of economic investments that improve the living conditions of women, initiate training programmes that induct women into professions reserved exclusively for men like the armed forces, involve women consciously in the process of democratic decision making, structure aid/relief programmes in such a way that the woman of the household is the receiver of the same, pressurize the industrial sector by possibly utilizing the tax mechanism to accord priority to women workers, at both the worker and executive level based on the requisite competency consideration and develop the infrastructure of cities and towns to make them more women friendly. For instance in the specific case mentioned above, a large number of women respondents suggested that improving inter-city transport and providing exclusive buses for women would definitely reduce incidence of sexual assault.


The second major way in which the battle against social patriarchy by the executive can be waged is through education. The education curriculum should be structured so as to include thought-provoking subjects on human nature, like anthropology, sociology and psychology. The education system at every stage should seek to inculcate democratic thinking and the power of questioning in the minds young people. Thus education plays a very important role in building up appreciation to the idea of the rule of the law and dislodging patriarchal attitudes from society.


The ideas given out above are only suggestive in nature, and it is up to the State toe evolve its own policies to pre-empt patriarchy from society and uphold the rule of the law, by realizing that violations of the rights of marginalized groups, in this particular instance-women, pose a challenge to the existence of the State itself. Thus it is hoped that the State mechanism and movements fighting for political goals, would move towards a progressive human rights vision of governance that realizes that in the long run, the very existence of the State or the concerned movement, is possible only by ensuring the security and human dignity of all its people or followers.
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