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This is an excerpt from the recently published book, “Undocumented: The Achitecture of  Migrant 
Detention” (The Architecture Observer 2014). Every year, thousands of  people are detained for 
administrative/immigration purposes in designated “holding centres” and provincial prisons across the 
country - they are held indefinitely, without charge or trial. On any given day, hundreds of  women, men, 
and children are locked up, primarily poor people of  colour from the global South whose mobility is 
increasingly criminalized and illegalized. This work draws its inspiration from ongoing migrant justice 
struggles in solidarity with migrants held in detention in Lindsay, Ontario’s Central East Correctional 
Centre. Stories are based on collective organizing work through No One Is Illegal - Toronto and the 
End Immigration Detention Network and research completed for a Master of  Architecture thesis 
at the University of  Toronto. For more information about the book and campaign, please visit www.
undocumented.ca and www.endimmigrationdetention.com.

Sources:
1. Based on description by Susan Rosenberg, interviewed by Brett Story in CBC Ideas “Alone Inside” (2013)
2. Hannah Arendt in “Reflections on Violence,” New York Review of  Books (1969)
3. Interview with Macdonald Scott, immigration legal consultant and member of  No One Is Illegal - Toronto 
4. Amin Mjasiri, interview by End Immigration Detention Network (2013)
5. Lisa Guenther, interviewed by Brett Story in CBC Ideas “Alone Inside” (2013)
6. International Committee of  the Red Cross, “Water, Sanitation, Hygiene, and Habitat in Prisons” (2005)
7. Interview with Mandy Hiscocks, see boredbutnotbroken.tao.ca
8. Bernard Tschumi in “Architecture and Disjunction,” MIT Press (1996)
9. Learn more about the strike and ongoing campaign: www.endimmigrationdetention.com
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Hannah Arendt in “Reflections on Violence,” New York Review of Books (1969)
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Interview with Macdonald Scott, immigration legal consultant and member of No One Is Illegal - Toronto
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Amin Mjasiri, interview by End Immigration Detention Network (2013)
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Lisa Guenther, interviewed by Brett Story in CBC Ideas “Alone Inside” (2013)
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International Committee of the Red Cross, “Water, Sanitation, Hygiene, and Habitat in Prisons” (2005)
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Interview with Mandy Hiscocks, see boredbutnotbroken.tao.ca
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Bernard Tschumi in “Architecture and Disjunction,” MIT Press (1996)
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Learn more about the strike and ongoing campaign: www.endimmigrationdetention.com
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The preceding pages are an excerpt from the recently 
published book, Undocumented: The Architecture of Migrant Detention 
(The Architecture Observer, 2014). Every year, thousands of people 
are detained for administrative/immigration purposes in designated 
”holding centres“ and provincial prisons across the country—they 
are held indefinitely, without charge or trial. On any given day, 
hundreds of women, men, and children are locked up, primarily poor 
people of colour from the global South whose mobility is increasingly 
criminalized and illegalized. This work draws its inspiration from 
ongoing migrant justice struggles in solidarity with migrants held in 
detention in Lindsay, Ontario’s Central East Correctional Centre. Stories 
are based on collective organizing work through No One Is Illegal—
Toronto and the End Immigration Detention Network and research 
completed for a Master of Architecture thesis at the University of 
Toronto. For more information about the book and campaign, please 
visit www. undocumented.ca and www.endimmigrationdetention.com.


